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Amendments to the Abstract: 

Please replace the Abstract with the following amended Abstract: 

The pr e s e nt inv e ntion provid e s m e thods and compoGitions that e nable th e 
e xp e rim e ntal d e t e rmination as to wh e th e r any gen e in th e g e nom e of a diploid 
pathog e nic organism is e ssential, and wheth e r it is r e quir e d for virul e nc e or 
pathog e nicity. Th e m e thods involve th e construction of g e n e tic mutants in which 
on e allel e of a sp e cific g e n e is inactivat e d while th e oth e r all e le of th e g e n e is 
placed und e r conditional e xpr e ssion. The id e ntification of e ss e ntial g e nes and 
those gen e s critical to th e d e v e lopm e nt of virul e nt inf e ctions, provid e s a basis for 
th e d e v e lopm e nt of screens for n e w drugs against such pathogenic organism s . 

The present invention further provides Candida albicans genes that are 
demonstrated to be essential and are potential targets for drug screening. The 
nucleotide sequence of the target genes can be used for various drug discovery 
purposes, such as expression of the recombinant protein, hybridization assay and 
construction of nucleic acid arrays. The uses of proteins encoded by the essential 
genes, and genetically engineered cells comprising modified alleles of essential 
genes in various screening methods are also encompassed by the invention. 
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